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To bring together the materials supply chain to 
improve industrial innovation and global 

competitiveness of UK business

Vision
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KTN Groups

MATERIALS KTN



Knowledge Transfer Networks
Accelerating business innovation:

A Technology Strategy Board programme

Knowledge Transfer Networks
Accelerating business innovation:

A Technology Strategy Board programme

ACTIVITIES

• ADVANCE – TRANSPORT

• NCN – COMPOSITES

• POWDERMATRIX – PARTICULATE ENGINEERING

• SMART MAT – SMART MATERIALS SURFACES & 
STRUCTURES

• META4 – METALS AND ALLOYS

• POLYMER INNOVATION NETWORK – PLASTICS & RUBBER

• TECHNITEX – TECHNICAL TEXTILES

• MADE – MATERIALS AND DESIGN

• PACKAGING – PACKAGING MATERIALS AND DESIGN
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COLLABORATION

EXCHANGE

AWARENESS

ADOPTION OF TECHNOLOGY

LEVEL OF 
AWARENESS

THE KTN HAS ACTIVELY ENGAGED AT ALL STAGES OF 
DEVELOPMENT FOR KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER SUPPORTING 

THE MATERIALS AND DESIGN COMMUNITY
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• CURRENT MEMBERSHIP – 7200 INDIVIDUALS/TARGET – 13000

• ACTIVE MEMBERS – 1500 COMPANIES/TARGET – 4500

• ORGANISED – OVER 250 EVENTS TO DATE

• TECHNOLOGY ROADMAPS / STATE OF ART REVIEWS – OVER 20

• DEVELOPMENT – PROJECTS – OVER 80

Portfolio of R&D Projects
CASE Studentship
Short-term proof of concept projects
Collaborations with Government Depts/RDAs

ACHIEVEMENTS
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AVD Windcheetah develops advanced carbon fibre chassis
NCN technical support has enabled a British bike 

manufacturer to establish the viability of manufacturing a 
chassis from carbon fibre composite materials.
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There is still a lot to do:

• Sustainability is a key focus 
• The impact of REACH 
• Energy costs and availability
• Threats from developing economies, e.g. China, 

India and Brazil
• Innovation in the Industry with materials, 

machinery, automation and in process monitoring 
needing to move at a rapid pace

• Growing competitive advantage through:
• design, predictive modelling and simulation
• rapid manufacturing – additive or tool-less
• Rapid adoption of green technologies – manufacturing for the 

world
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